	        Classroom Context One (CC1):


	         Classroom Context Two (CC2):

	-     large high school in the 

      Southeastern United States 
      (enrollment 1,400 students)

	· large high school in the 

      Southwestern United States 

          (enrollment 1,800 students)

	· predominately a bi-racial school with roughly 50% Anglo students and 50% African-American students


	· predominately a bi-racial school with roughly 60% Latino students and 35%

          Anglo students, and 5% representing 

          various ethnicities



	· 8 students involved in the study 

     (6 African-American, 1 African-

      Latino, and one Anglo student) 

     Average age of student 17 years old


	· 12 students involved in the study 

(7 Latino/a, 3 Anglo, and 1 Middle

Eastern student)  Average age of 

student 16 years old 

	· lower-track earth science classroom – 

      most students enrolled to gain their 


one science credit needed to graduate
	· lower-track health science classroom 

      most students enrolled to gain their 

      one science credit needed to graduate



	· classroom enrollment of over thirty 

      students, in stark contrast to higher 
      science tracks of less than twenty 

      students per class at the same school


	· classroom enrollment of over thirty 

      students, in stark contrast to higher 

      science tracks of less than twenty 

      students per class at the same school



	· taught by an Anglo male teacher who 

      was a twenty-year veteran and has 

      taught this Earth Science class for 

      over ten years


	· taught by an Anglo male in his 

      second year of teaching and was 

      teaching the health science course 

      for the first time in his career



	· semester long study 


	    -     yearlong study 

          


Table 1. Context of the studies under comparison.

