Tracking and Detracking SIG Business Meeting

AERA 2008

New York City

3/26/08

Invited Speaker: Deborah Meier

In attendance: Carol Burris, Jeannie Oakes, Martin Lipton, S. Marshall Perry, Julie Gainsberg, Holly Yettick, Kevin Welner, Beth Rubin, Anita Levine, Sophie Catsambis, Maika Watanabe, Megan Staples, Sarah Bloom, Deborah Meier, Terah Venzant Chambers

I.  Welcome and Introductions



Maika Watanabe

II.  SIG Officer Election Results



Maika Watanabe

2008-2009 Election Results: 


Beth Rubin, Chair


Donna Harris, Program Chair


S. Marshall Perry, Webmaster


Terah Venzant Chambers, Secretary/Treasurer


Chris Tienken, Membership Chair

In-coming officers will serve with outgoing officers during the 2008-2009 year.

III.  Membership Update




Maika Watanabe

IV.  Web Manager Update




S. Marshall Perry

V.  Program Sessions





Megan Staples

VI.  Guest Speaker & Discussion:  



Deborah Meier

The group engaged in a conversation about tracking and education reform led by Deborah Meier.  Dr. Meier informed the group of a plan in New York public schools, proposed by the Chancellor, to administer the Otis-Lennon IQ test to all kindergarten children (ages 4 – 5) to determine placement in gifted classes.  The top 5% will be eligible for gifted kindergarten placement.  This plan was announced about three months ago and is voluntary now.  However, they expect for the plan to become mandatory next year.  While the Chancellor proposed the plan in the name of equity (give all kindergarten students a chance to be in gifted classes), participants voiced concerns about how the plan would likely diminish play-based, progressive early childhood education, questioned the static and unitary vision of intelligence underscoring the use of IQ tests, as well as raised concerns about how early tracking would exacerbate differences in learning opportunities between the haves and the have-nots.  Parents of preschoolers will receive prep packages to begin preparing their children for these exams.  

For more information on this issue:

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9A00EFDD1331F93BA15751C0A961958260&sec=&spon=&pagewanted=1

The group also discussed the intersections of the small schools and detracking movements.  More of Dr. Meier’s work can be found on her website, www.deborahmeier.com.

